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The following report is based on Communist Party documonts confiscated in 
raids on Communist centers in ‘lanila during October 1950, The docwiwnt is 
undated, anc the originator cannot be identified. It is possible that the 
docunent is inconplete, 


TaSIEI WS OF PROPAGADUA 


“ith the existence of a revolutionar; situation in the Philippines it 

becomes more iuperative tuan ever for our Party to reach and to take 
leadership over even wider masses of the people. The mere existence 

of a revolutionary : situation does not sean that it will develov of its 

own accord into a spontaneous revolution in wiich tue people are ready 

to rise up anu throw off the bond of their oporessors. Such a developueat 

Le tie result of Loth .old and patient work by the Party in elari fying 
issues and problems and waling tue people aware of tiem, in bringing is them 
the progran of tue Party, and in convincing then to accept tue Party's 
leadership above anu beyond all obiiers wio are vying for tuelr support. One 
of tue principal means we have of achieving tuis is through tue medium of our 
propaganda. 

Our program can be divided roughly into two different catageries: 2) indirect 
propagenda not done in tne nanc of the Party, conducted in macs organisations, 
amone inuividualis and friends, and b; taking advantace of the various 
bourgois media: 2) vropaganda conducted officially in the name of the Party, 
through literature or torough Party spolkesnen. 


The first caterory is more cubtle in nature and invelves chiefly bus use 
of psychology in playing upon the discontents, the suspicions, and. $. 
fears of people. This type of propaganda ic chiefly useful in waloning 
people to the iscuces and preblems that affect them and keeping tuose Locus 
and problems always in the forefront of their vinds, Tt is a matter, nore 

or less, of brealiing the ground and of preparing people for the lomlenting 

of more advanced iueas leading to action, loch often the affect is in- 
direct, with people being led “uenrith ingly to think along a Line of sucsestion. 
“ost people are open to sugvrestion more than to direct challence or 
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alia-s ln the weooles! oye anc on the peoples! tongue. That Ls what 
tue enemy fears. The enemy is afraid to beach Comunisn ia cchools, 
even in a distorted sanner, because they Imuyr it would lead p-ople to 
think about Cormmnisa and to ask questiois. The enemy heeps insisting 
desperately, tuat tucre is peace and order, beeause they want to keep 
the peoples' attention away from the ILD and to keep people from 
thinking about the [18 organization. Jue job is to see to it that the 
2B is talked about constantly. . 


There are many ways of advocating the i£°3 wibiout coming out. in direct 
support of it. One can say, in tae course of discusgion, "You lmov, 
Iodon't blame the Huks for what tuey are doing" and it is enough to 
set p-ople thinking, 


Forums or discussion groups, witlel: snould ve Sponsored and advocated in 
all mass organizations, in scaools, end even in neighborhoods, are 
excellent means of kceping issues and problems before the people a 
Outspoken supporters of our program are not essential in such a case, 

so long as our followers are able to influence the caoice af topies 

and the choice of spcakers in order to guarantee that the enemy sows up 
to tue least advantage. Points in our program caa be brought ont 
indirectly through asking questions in the discussion poriod, 


The classroon, for both teachers and students, is a hey place wuere 
questions con be raised and where innumerable things can be interpreted; 
unoffielally from the Uarxzist standpoint. In history, in economics, 

in political and social science, and in literature courses, historical 
and, dialectical materialism can be employed, albeit subtly, with a very 
telling affect, particularly in chaping the outlook of students, Ib is 
quite possible to do this without the use of Communist purasealogy, if 
it is wiser to avoid it, The student movement could and-cuould be 
built in the classroom b7 convincing students intellectually of the 
superiority of Mariiem and the Party program, In many Schools there is 
still comparative freedoa of discussiony and School newspapers often 
Voice progressive ideas, It should be the objective of the student 
cadres to guin positLons on editorial boards and to reerult editors 

of school papers, so tat in editorial and feature colums of such 
publications, it is only a matter of concentrating on topics that are 
timely and by which people may’ be rallied for struge'le. . 


Our propaganda, of course, directed as it must be to all different 
sections and groups of the peoole, must be flexible and adapted to the 
varying interests of the sections and groups, For exauple, let us take 
the question of laport control. Tipert control is a measure taken by: 

the Quirino administration to stabilise itself by preventing the 

outflow of dollar resources. Our Party, realizing that the failure of 
import control will lead to a further weakening of tho Quirino administra 
tion and a further loss of faith in it by the people, must use ite 
propaganda in such a way that ioport control will be discredited in the 
eyes of the people, and through 1% the Quirino administration as well, 

In the trade unions and among workers in gcneral, we emphasize the fact 
that import control is causing what anomts to a cub in wages since food 
prices in the market are rising as a result of import controls, “e also 
stress the fact that the cuirino administration is uelping the profliteers. 
To small businessmen we point oub that import eombrol will force thos out 
of business and that it favors the growth of big monopolies, Oven anong 
students and intellectuals we can emphasize the fact that import control 
is keeping books out of the country, It would be incorrect, iovever, to 
emphasize prices in the public markets to students and unenployrenent to 
smal buctnessnon. 
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AS anobucr exn ole, Let us take t:o cave of Amorican lmmerialtem. vow 
do we arouse people against American inmporialisn? Yo workers ve point 
owt tuat American imperialiets “keen their wares GOW, and we comoare 
tae difference vetween Pilipino and . American workers tia Co the 
Bane Kind of work. To peasants we voiat how American imperlalists kept 
tie feudal landlords in power, umd low vorliere are used as eneap Leuor 
%o procuce rai uaterials for American factories. To bie natioueltiet. 
bourgeoisie we point out how American impertalison reetricte tue orowhin 
of business, To students we stress tue ideals of freedom and: 
independence and tie need Lor turowing of £ the colonial mentality 
Our approach to the various sections. of tie people .mst be in terns of 
thelr interests, altuough the different avproaciies are oly puases of 
tae cone’ issue. ; 


In welting Party propaganda, wacther it be a pamguleb, a leaflet, a 
Sstatecnt, or a newspaper article, there are sevoral inportant considera. 
tious to keen in winds 


Pirst, tacre wust bo sismlieity, Whether the oleee of propaganda, Ls 
primarily agitational or primarily educational it aust be written in 
language that is easil; understood by tuo widest possible nunber of 
people. The nost important cousideration in propaganda is not 
Litorary style, Lt ic understandability, Vords of one and tivo 
syllables should be used if the piece is written in ln giish, and 
colloquial phrases, if it ie written in Tagaloz. vorcist phrasecolory, | 
in may cases cotracts fron the eclmplicit: off prepaganda, particularly 
when one is appealing to politically undeveloped masses whe do not 
wuulerctand it. liven the tern “imperialisn' ts nob really understood 
by moct people, Until the “onent wien tue anas¢es save beon educated 
politically UL; tue Party, it te better thab our provacanda, particularly 
the acitational variety, avoid tue use of teelinieal “lar-cist Darases, 
and use tretead sluple expressioss waten have Hoaning Ln teras of the 
sco les? emerlonces, 


‘- 


lancuare muct be accomunied by clinlieltyy o: 

sropaganda arcuvicnt mish be advanced by 
LE eaclly comprehencible to the ordinary vorker.  . 
oO or a Party nevepapor to .uo plane to advance cowlicat 
theoretical discourses: eve: theory Ls Winmed in pextouiie: 
or Gocuments 3% shoulda be written in slap list ¢ 

the proparanda cuill of sur Part:r consists of 
the basic Marxist theoretical works into ter: 
understanding of the masseg.s 
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intellectuals as 
well as to workers and peasants, The interest of the intellectual is 
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not such as to lead to an inzediate enligurtened outlook on pallitics 
and econoale tieeries. in clemenbary approach will be foun to be 
as effective with them as wita otuer sections of the oeople. 


Seconuly, our propaganda wast be closely related to the cmeriences: of 
the people, Tt web be adapbed to Lit the Pi opine Seene, and tue 
elements of the peoples’ existence, It is useless, for instance » bo 
agitate bhe veasants about the cold war in’. 2 OF aveub tac necessity 
of pecomnigine Jomusunist Chinas thoy smst Le roagned on the basis of 
issues that actually affect then, Lor exammle she abuses of the PnLlipoine 
Constabulary, the shar of crops, anu the amsroorlablon of the Loudal 
estates. At tis stage we camot approach the peasanbrey with proparanda 
for collectivigations that would ve ruins: tes far ancad of tue pooples! 
experLence « , 
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fic explanotory partc of our propaganda should be, insofar as nogeible, 
presentec in the form of concrete exeaples dravm from within the wee leew 
of exporLence of tuose to wion it is Uirected. If the. propaganda is — 
designed pr later iy Yor vorlers, it should express an acquainvanee With 
tac everyday problong of workers, se as well ac off tac job. It should 
Siow Imowledce of tue sencral economic and political issues that affect 
the working class, A ieaflet on ie: intom wutional cituation ie less 
Lihely to cateh the interest of the voring clase than is a leaflet 
dealing with specific worlzim: conditions 3 ia tue indu stry in whieh they | 
are euployed. A skilful propagancich can deserLbe tie wuole operation 
of capitalism through wiat coes on in a single Lactor 


Our propdigandists mist be able ta pub tuensolves inthe place | OF tiose | 
to iio or appeal and 2: ey 3 mush be cable to i nagine their thoughts 

and reactlorng, ~ropagandi.s sts mist lnow tue tecimi. aes swaieh are Uikelsy 
to win the Baer of t..ose to viioa taey are appealing, and they ust 
also nave a sense of tiuicg, and the ability to deternine ane correct 
psychological saovent. 


Part of the peopl st expe erLence is their historical and revolutionary, 
tradition . Sur provaganda sust be Lived with them. urive home a. 
point with a quotation eons a =e evOlub onary icader. Quote Doni Uab:t 
and Rizal along with Marx, Lenin and stalin, aud link then tosether 
so tioat tue people can see the relation between tues. vr Own revolutionary 
leaders and the revol Lutionary leaders of sur uovement everychere, Suow 
that the tradition of Bani is tue sau as tue taadition of Lenin and 
Stalin, ond of Taruc. Use listorical episodes and versonalities to | 
avaten tue Lecling of iationalion, anc portray foreign domination, . Do. 
not use bourgeois leaders as oxamples nor quot3 from such imperialist 
tools as muezon: use instead the beroas of our Darby — svanre Li Sta, 
Feleo, Vincente Lava and Joven, ec suct popularize our om leaders, | 
nd ve .usb pop pularize the revolutLonary episodes and traditions of our’ 
people. iuis cust be one of the main considerations of our propaganda, . 
in order too. in tac people away from bourgeois and imporlalictic 
Lnterpretations of notional exporLence « : 


Thiet v our propaganda wush polnt to a line of action, Ib is in: ous i hat Lent 
to expose the ¢ enory and to explain how the eneny ts systan operates: wa 
mast aks polnt oub how the yeople ¢ can Pichth tue enouy and the means by 


which tne cysten can be chanrsoed. ‘We set always show the peopile the 
alternative to what oxiats and how such Chance ay be achieved, 


; 
The object of ell our provaraniia is to stir - the “veople Loto action. 

This is particularly true of a: citational propaganda, Wulch mush conelude 
with direct calls to action, pOneven Lt-is alco true of educational 
propaganda whereby alee — of on  propaginda ere explained nore 
thoroughly. Za both cas S propaganda serves the purpose of Lmplenenting | 
tue Party program,. and touis cen only be achLeved th mouga Bet rone 


Tals propaganda approach is as true in tuo case of eal issues 
At is tn the ‘ease of Jarge issues. It is ag Lmoortant bo apou 
people on tie cubject of the baming ‘of Falnats boas as it - to 
an upon then to rally around the arned strug: je, Tae sain objective 
to get people in the habit of acting. In the Pullispines, e especially, 
ae lethargy of centuries is prevalent aionz the people. Tn the United 
States, in France and elsevhere under the Party's puida 28, bac people 
pour into the streets. over Lssues such as lepislatd Lone «Tr the Phitippines 
Lt takes almost intoler: able condltions to. ‘oad the people ito action, 
nen they are Sonede it is true that tuey resort to o revolutLlonary 
action, but we . seek short cuts in achieving this. Ho Party. leaflot, 
vurahlet, gta OE a or odiborial chowld be Lasued without esuctis: te 
with conereto deuands , proposals, and step by step suse sstions to the 
peoples 
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thich of tue success of calling tie veople to eebion depends vpon our 
ability to sloganize cur campaicoaus y &kl to translate our Party pragran 

into sLogans. Short, simple slogans which have punch, and are terse 

and to the point, are worth a pase of rambling avguaent and exhortation. 
Crevity is a virtue that needs cultivation in our moverient, Uabits of 
speochnaking have led us to be somewhat verbote, we ust learn to cot 

to the point in our propaganda, and to laop Lt short. This is partceularly 
true in the case of slogans. It is necessary for slogans to be eye-catehing 
and able to capture the imagination of the people » 28 well. as to sum up 

the need of the nour. Study the slogans of the Dolshevile Party: in the 
Soviet Union on tue eve of tlc revolution: . Woread, Peace anc: Law", "AL1 
Power to the Soviets", Our ovum slogans, built around the issue of Barstslore) 
have been effective in the past. = ; 


»& must be careful to be specific in our slogans, and not to generalise 
too extensively. ‘Ve mush never say only "Dotm with American ioperLalison', 


fade 


We must point out the means by which it oy be downed. 


Another important point to revember in vrovagandigine an issue, ie te 
a a i af best cn & 
concentrate on one issue, and not to allow it to beeane confused by 
cpageinge in other points, A leaflet atiacizing craft and «corruption 
ace os 
anki of 


becoaes confused if we also include slegans arn hie ont 
Company unions, or on the seed for public toilebs in Tondo, 


‘s 
' 


The making of leaflets. tuemeclves is a technique tias requires considerable 
attention. They must be attractive to the eye, as well as to the point, 

4 cartoon should be included whenever possible, along with beld, welll. 
spaced lettering and a drauatic slopan. “A mininem of condensed argunent 
should be included, followed by a series of slogans dadieating lov the 

issue can be dealt with, If we are hard-pressed for ideas on lay-outs 

of leaflets, we can always get ideas from bourgeois advertising techniques, 
Tuts decuzent uas been concerned mainly with oritten propaganda, particularly 
that issued in tho name of the Party and the (1. There are other tropes 

of propaganda that need to be considered as welll, One of these is 
propaganda which may be advanced throuch the wore Literary technicue of 

the suart story, pootry, or liberary eriticiom. Another is tue erestion 

of poster art, wileh has been used with rood results in Gitrna and other 
coumtrles. Por the latter type of provaranda we need to reomuit artists 


whe can dramatize our struggle in piebures witch tell & story, These 
cuggest action more effectively than words. A third tyroe of" propaganda 


Gan be advanced by dranabie groups of the tyoe used by the Counter 
thteliigence Diviaion durince the war, These cranathie grotps can be used. 
in the provinces to perform before the people » advanelng ou program 

by plays, skits, congs and poetry. “Ql of these forms o%. proparanda 
need special treatmant in docwients, : 

it would be a iwistake however, to tuink that tie pover of the word 
either printed or spoken, is the most effective Sori of propagands, 
The most effective propaganda is elways that of action. Tie actiy Liles 
of the (BIB are our best advertisemsnt.. one report of WB activity in 
the press, 1s vorth a dozen editorial argusnents,. This is alee true in 
trade unions and in all other mass movements, ‘The organization of 
astrike, a picket line, a demonstration, a delegation or a petition 
campaign are all powerful forms of propaganda, not omy for persons 
participating in them, but elso for those who hear aboub or whiners 
then, "Propaganda tarough action"! should be a Slogen wlileh is ‘alvays 
kept before our Party. 
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